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Patri k nejprekladanéjsim ceskym autordm,
a prece pri setkani plsobi velmi skromné.
Drobny muz s tichym hlasem si vas vsak
ziska originalnimi nazory, které umi jasné

formulovat a o nichz umi presvedcit.

Béhem svého Zivota jste se vzdy angazoval ve vécech
verejnych - at to byl disent nebo dnes rizné vybory
a spolky. Co vas k tomu vede?

Myslim, Ze spisovatel se nesmi ziikat své odpovédnosti za
svét. Velky viiv na mé mél Karel Capek, ktery tvrdil, Ze spisovatel
nebo jakykoli jiny prislusnik inteligence ma odpovédnost za
intelektualni a moralni stav svéta. V dnesni dobé, kdy moralka
Jje spide na ustupu, je tento pristup na misté.

Vase krédo, jak se uvadi v knize Kdo je kdo, je “Lidstvo
potfebuje vice tolerance, solidarity a skromnosti — tedy
sebeomezeni”. Jak jste k tomuto krédu dospél?

Tolerance je podstatna zasada. A opét jsme u Capka, ktery
stale opakoval, Ze pravdy a nazory narozdil od lidi mohou stat
proti sobé, ale lidé by méli hledat shodu. To plati v kazdé dobég,
a je dulezité vidét pred sebou Elovéka, ne nepritele. Skromnost
je neméné dulezita. Clovék by si mél uvédomovat svoji nepatr-
nost, jak v dnesnim pocetném lidstvu, tak v déjinach. Program
pro lidstvo, ktery ma smysl, je program skromnosti a sebe-
omezeni. Jinak dojde ke katastrofickym konctim z diivodu
vycCerpani zdroju, znecisténi, nedostatku vody a tak dale.

Myslite, Ze je reainé, aby se lidé sami od sebe zacali omezo-
vat ve prospéch budoucnosti zemé a lidstva v dobé, kdy,
Jjak naznacujete, previada spis konzumni zplsob Zivota?

Asi to bude chtit néizkou mensi katastrofu, kterad napriklad
zpUsobi zdraZeni benzinu z pétadvaceti korun na tfi sta. Pak si
lidé uvédomi, Ze mohou jezdit nz bicyklu nebo hromadnou do-
pravou. UZ pfed tficet lety jsem cetl americké studie o tom, Ze
auto ¢lovéka pfipravuie o as. Sedetl vie od oprav po tankova-
ni, hiedani parkovacicho mistz 2 dopravni z2cpy - vysledek ho-
vofil j2sné ve prospéch hromadne dopravy. Ale zd2 se mi, Ze
mezi miadymi je &im dal vic t&ch, ktenym s2 o3klivi konzumeris-
mus. Mysiim, Ze tento trend mi2e pomaiu naristat.

Pisete sloupky pro ¢asopis Xantypz 2 v jednom zminujete,
2= de thnou k individualité a2 snadi se na sebe upoutat
pozomost z2 kaZdou cenu. Pravé odpdrd globalizace, anar-
chiste. s vwznaduj podobnymi atributy. Ve vysiedku ale
pusoD vSichni steiné “globainég”. Co s mysiite o globalizadi,

Skromnost

Monika Mudranincova & Klara Smolova

He is one of the most widely translated
Czech writers, yet one cannot help being
struck by his modesty. A small man with
a quiet voice, he will win you over with his

clearly formulated, original opinions.

Throughout your life you have always been involved in
public issues - either as a former dissident or today as

a member of various committees and associations. What
moves you in this direction?

In my opinion a writer must not abnegate his responsibili-
ty to the world. | was greatly influenced by Karel Capek, who
claimed that a writer or any member of the intelligentsia is
responsible for the intellectual and moral state of the world.
Today, with morals rather on the decline, this approach is
appropriate.

Your credo, which is presented in the Czech Who's Who, is
"Humanity needs more tolerance, solidarity, and humility
- i.e., selflimitation.” How did you arrive at this notion?
Tolerance is a very substantial principle. Again we go back
to Capek, who constantly repeated that truths and opinions
can stand in opposition to each other, but people should not
stand against each other, they should strive for common
ground. This applies in any era, and it is important to see
a person in front of you, not an enemy. Humility is no less
important. A person should be aware that he is insignificant,
both in today’s vast sea of humanity and in history. The pro-
gram for humanity that makes sense is a program of humility
and self-limitation. Otherwise the result will be a catastrophe
caused by exhausting our resources, pollution, water short-
ages, etc.

Do you think it's realistic for people imposing limits on
themselves to the benefit of the future the earth and
humanity, in an age when, as you pointed out, a lifestyle
based on consumption predominates?

Perhaps a small catastrophe may need to occur, causing,
for example gasoline to cost three hundred crowns a liter
instead of twenty-five. Then people will realize that they can
ride bicycles or use mass transit. Thirty years ago | read
American studies to the effect that cars actually cost people
time. They added everything up - from repairs, filling the
tank, looking for parking places, and traffic jams - and the
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protiglobalizaénim tazeni? To uz Je dneska skoro také byznys...

(skoci do redi)
gie 2 va své podstat
nevyhnuteiny trend, pro . ickeho, technického
a predevsim telekomunikacnino vyvoje - vzd\,'t internet zcela stira hranice.
Pad komunismu také zpusobilo hiavné to, Ze Zelezna opona nebyla schopna
vzdorovat pravé technologickému rozvoji. Protestovat proti historii nema
smysl. Myslim, Ze anarchismus je jenom jiny druh totalitniho mysleni.

/Znys to neni, 2ie je to urdity stereotyp, povrchni ideolo-
; &. Clobalizace je

Jak tedy mize ¢lovék v dnedni dobé podporit svoji individualitu, aniz by
zapadl do “stada” jemu podobnych?

Individuainé se mizete projevovat, pokud se nestanete soucasti zadného
hnuti a nekonformujete se s néjakymi vnéjskovymi znaky. Existuje spousta
obcanskych iniciativ, ktere sleduji takzvané mensi cile, vétsinou velmi pod-
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result spoke clearly of the benefi
sit. But it seems to me that our
more and more opposed to consum
this trend could slowly but surely arow

In a column for Xantypa magazine you
mentioned that people gravitate towards
individualism and try to draw attention to
themselves in any way they can. And it is the
opponents of globalization, the anarchists
who display such attributes. But in the end
they all appear the same: "globalized". What
do you think about globalization and anti-
globalization campaigns? It almost seems
like a business today...

[Cuts in] It's not a business, it's a certain
stereotype, a superficial ideology, and in principle
it's not individualistic at all. Globalization is an
inescapable trend, because it is the result of eco-
nomic, technical, and, mainly, telecommunications
developments - the internet has completely
erased borders. The collapse of communism was
due mainly to the fact that the Iron Curtain could
not stand up to such technological development.
It makes no sense to protest against history.
| think that anarchy is just another type of totali-
tarian thinking.

So how can a person support his own individu-
ality these days without becoming just anoth-
er face in the crowd?

You can act individually, as long as you don't
become a part of any movement or conform to
any external characteristics. There are many civic
initiatives that have so-called smaller goals, most
of which are very substantial. For example, such
goals relate to endangered communities or to
help for social underclasses, refugees, etc. Such
movements make sense, and they do not result
in conformity.

Before this year's parliamentary elections you wrote that, due to
our socialist past, you choose parties according to the flow of their
opinions, not those relying on an iron fist. What do you think about
the communists' results in this year's elections? Do you feel like
you're one of the few not to have forgotten?

Why did the communists receive so much support? There are plenty
of reasons. Some people are doing badly, they have no jobs, and the
communists pointed out through their demagogy that when they were in
power there was zero unemployment. And then there’s another group of
people who liked the old regime - all party, police, and army officials,
public security volunteers, and bosses of companies that no longer exist.
Those were the people who had material security, and they didn’t have to
work too hard. Millions of people got by with few problems, and now they
look back on those times with nostalgia.
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statné. Tykaji se treba néjaké ohrozené komunity, pomaoci socialné
slabsim, uprchlikiim a podobné. Takova hnuti maji smysl a neunifikuji.

Pred parlamentnimi volbami jste psal o tom, Ze si vybirate strany
podle nazorovych proudu, nikoliv strany Zelezné ruky, pravé kvali
nasi socialistické minulosti. Jak se divate na letosni vysledek komu-
nistu ve volbach? Nemate pocit, ze jste jeden z méla, ktery neza-
pomina?

Proc dostali komunisté takovou podporu? Je pro to dost divodu.
""“cr\‘/m lidem se dah‘ Spatné jsou nezaméstnani a komuniste svou

Jje tady dalsi skupina I|d| pro néz byl rezim zcela vyhovuijici - vsnchni
ini, policejni a armadni funkcionari, pomocnici verejné bezpe¢nosti,
ve firem, ktere pak zanikly. To byli lidé, ktefi méli své jisté a nemuseli
:fovat Milionam lidi se nedarilo zle a ti na minuly rezim vzpominaji

Vy jako spisovatel mate velmi vytfiibeny styl psani a uzivani ¢estiny.

Co rikate jejimu sou¢asnému vyvoji, kdy do ni pronika mnoho cizich

slov, pfevazné anglickych? V obchodni sfére se jiz prakticky hovori

zargonem, ktery je smési ¢estiny a “pocesténych” anglickych slov.
Je to straslivé. Druhym takovym oborem je véechno, co souvisi

s informad Znimi technologiemi. To je jev zargonu, ale druha véc je, ze

o'sovnz | hovorova ¢estina. Nedavno jsem ¢etl knizku mladé

autor Terou nebudu imenovat, a Zasl jsem, jak je jeji jazyk ubohy

z == Jazyk je ochuzeny, a tim padem

di 2 schopnost spolu hovorit. Nemam rad
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In your writings you display a very sophisticated style and use of
Czech language. What do you think about the current develop-
ment of the Czech language, which is absorbing many foreign
words, mostly from English? In the business world people practi-
cally speak in jargon, a mixture of Czech and “Czechified" English
wordes.

It's horrible. Another field like that is the universe of information
technology. It's the jargon phenomenon, but literary and colloquial
Czech are deteriorating, too. | recently read a book by a young writer
whom | won't name, and | was appalled by how shoddy her language
was and how many clichés she used. The language is impoverished, so
people’s internal lives are impoverished too, as is their ability to con-
verse with each other. | don't like the word communication, because
these days we don't talk to each other, we communicate. When lan-
guage becomes that superficial, you can’t discuss more complex, deep-
er matters with others. Still, language really remains a tool for mutual
understanding.

Isn't the development of simplifying language a result of the
IT trend?

Certainly. People realize that diacriticals aren't necessary. | get e-
mails from Czechs who don’t use them. You hardly notice, because you
don’t expect anything else. An American magazine published a story of
mine, and then we exchanged e-mails, and | was struck by how nearly

Zivot v €islech * A life in numbers

1931 narodil se 14. z&fi v Praze / Born in Prague on 14 September

1956 dokoncil studia na Filozofické fakulté Univerzity Karlovy, obor
Cestina a literérni véda / Graduated from the Charles University
School of Philosophy, majored in Czech and Literary Science

1963 zastupce $éfredaktora Gasopisu Literarni noviny
Deputy editor-in-chief of Literarni noviny magazine

1969 hostujici profesor na univerzité v Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA
Visiting professor at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

1970 po navratu mu byla znemoznéna publikaéni ¢innosti a byl vyloucen
ze v8ech organizaci. Dalsich dvacet let se Zivil jako svobodny
spisovatel, jeho dila vychézela v samizdatu nebo v zahranici.

Upon his return, his publishing activities were banned and he was
excluded from all organizations. He spent the next twenty years
working as a freelance writer, and his books were published as
samizdat here, or abroad.

1984 vydal povidkovou knizku Moje prvni ldsky, za kterou ziskal americ-
kou cenu E. Hostovského / Published a book of short stories, My
First Loves, for which he received the E. Hostovsky award in USA

1989 vydal povidkovou knizku Moje zlatd femesla za niz byl ocenén ve
Velké Britanii cenou George Theinera / Published a book of short
stories, My Golden Crafts, for which he received the George
Theiner award in Great Britain

2002 ziskal statni vyznamenani za zasluhy z rukou prezidenta Havla
a mezinarodni cenu Franze Kafky za literaturu. Za sv(jj Zivot napsal
pfes 30 prozaickych i dramatickych dél, ktera byla prelozena do
29 jazyku. | Received a reward for merit from President Havel and
the international Franz Kafka award for literature. During his life he
} 3 prose and dramatic works that were translated into




Neni to praveé i disledkem vyvoje informacnich
technolodii, ze lidé jazyk zjednodusuji?

Urcité. Clovek si uvédomuije, jak jsou zbytecné
hacky a ¢arky. Dostavam e-maily od Cechu, kteri
nepouzivaji hacky a ¢arky. Clovék uz si toho skoro ani
nevsimne, protoze od toho ani nic jineho neceka.

V jednom americkem Casopise mi otiskli povidku,

z tak jsme si vymenovali maily a mé zaujalo, jak jsou
Uz témeér nesrozumitelné, protoze pouzivaji same
zkratky. V Americe treba uz i reklamy pisi foneticky.
Prosté tam, kde byly Ctyri hlasky, pouziji dvé hlasky
T2k, jak se to vyslovuje.

Jaké ale budou dusledky tohoto trendu? Myslite,
Ze takto dospéjeme k néjakému globalnimu jazyku?

Ja jsem o tom psal v jednom svém romané, Lasce
2 smeti. V Nesweeku jsem totiz jednou cetl, ze na
univerzité v Atlanté vymysleli jazyk, kterym se da
komunikovat se Simpanzy. A ze ma, jestli se nemylim,
asi 225 slov. Zaroven zjistili, Ze se tento jazyk hodi
vyborné pro komunikaci s idioty... idioty v klinickém
slova smyslu. Ja jsem se nad tim zamyslel a napsal
jsem, Ze to je jazyk budoucnosti, Ze takhle za chvili
budeme komunikovat vsichni.

Ret je ale ur¢itym projevem inteligence a mysleni,
takze by to v dusledku mohlo vést k tomu, ze
prestaneme premyslet?

Jistéze. To je vzajemné. Cim dal tim méné myslime,
tim se zjednodusuje jazyk, a jak se zjednodusi jazyk,
tak se nam zase hure mysli.

V letosnim roce jste ziskal dvé vyznamna ocenéni.
Od prezidenta republiky jste prevzal vyznamenani
za zasluhy a pak jesté cenu Franze Kafky za liter-
aturu. Vnimate to jako vyvrcholeni vasi kariéry,
anebo pred sebou jesté stale mate cile, kterych
byste chtél dosahnout?

Mym cilem vzdycky bylo napsat dobrou knizku, a
ne dostavat ceny. Samozrejmé jsem mél z toho radost,
zle pro Clovéka je nejcennéjsi, kdyz ma uznani ctenard.
Jinzk myslim, ze uz bych toho psani mél pomalu
nechzt. Ono umeéni odejit plati v kazdém povolani, a ja

mam v planu dveé knizky. Jednu mam
© mam jesté jednu, velkou non-fiction,
letim, ne memoary, ale takoveé
Slenym stoletim, které jsem prozil.

Jak byst= sam sebe charakterizoval tremi slovy?

Dis=t sam s=hou
Jak Dyste ool 20y sl vas lide pamatovali?
Co oy 5 mel wwoawt, kdyz se rekne Ivan Klima?

2 Oy spEowEn= o terem jsem nejenom slysel,
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incomprehensible they were, because they used so
many abbreviations. In America even ads are written
phonetically. Where there used to be four
phonemes, now they use only two, reflecting the
word's pronunciation.

But where will such a trend lead us? Do you think
we will arrive at a global language?

| wrote about that in one of my novels, Love and
Trash. | once read in Newsweek that people at a uni-
versity in Atlanta are making up a language that
could be used for communicating with chimpanzees.
Unless I'm mistaken it has about 225 words. At the
same time they discovered that this language is per-
fectly suited to communicating with idiots...from
a medical point of view. So | thought it all over, and
| wrote that it is the language of the future, and
soon we'll all be using it to communicate.

But speech is a manifestation of intelligence
and thought, so might a consequence of this
be that we will stop thinking?

Of course. The one affects the other. The
less we think, the more simplified the language
becomes, and the simpler a language becomes,
the more difficult it is to think.

You received two major awards this year.
Havel presented you with an award for merit,
and then you received the Franz Kafka award
for literature. Do you see this as the apex of
your career, or do you still have some goals
you want to achieve?

My goal has always been to write a good
book, not to win any awards. Of course | was
pleased, but for a writer the greatest reward
comes when readers appreciate his work. On the
other hand, | think | should probably stop writing.
The art of leaving is important in every avocation,
and I've already overstayed my time. Surprisingly, I've
written more than ever in the last ten years. My last
two books have met with astonishingly positive
responses around the world. It's unusual, because
the high point of a writer’s career ordinarily comes
around the age of forty, and then his career
declines. | have plans for two more books. I'm already
working on one, and it will be followed by another,
a large work of non-fiction, some cogitation about
the last century. No memoirs, just a reflection on
the crazy century | lived through,

How would you describe yourself in three words?
| stayed true to myself.

How would you like people to remember you?
What would you like them to think of when
someone says lvan Klima?

He was a writer I've not only heard of, I've read

something by him too




